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Section A 
 (To be completed by the fellow) 

It is the responsibility of the trainee to forward this form to the host and parent supervisor, and to submit a fully 
completed version to the POGO Secretariat. Please note that the complete report will be made public on the 

OTP website; Private comments should be included in a separate confidential form. 
 

1) Please provide a brief description of activities during the training period: 
 
The main objective of the RV Belgica 2023/16 campaign, the context on which the training happened, 
was to collect sediment cores from regions around the Shetlands Islands. So, after three days in transit 
from Belgium, sampling started with vibrocoring for retrieving the sediment columns from seabed. On 
this part, we learned how deck word happened, with helping to get the cores, cutting liners, and closing 
them for further analysis. Also, in the ship’s lab, splitting of liners and a first visual analysis (core 
description) happened and we learned, in practice, about sedimentation processes. in the counter 
shift, when the ship was moving, we conducted mapping of the seabed on Multibeam and Sub-Bottom 
profiling (TOPAS), and we would monitor the data adquiring, as well as learn from the discussions with 
fellow students and professors. Finally, I was lucky to be able to learn how to plan the route of the ship 
for the seabed mapping moments, where we would use the bridge’s operational system to plot 
waypoints and calculate the most appropriate and safe lines to navigate. On the transit back to 
Belgium, the result of 6 days of work was summed up with 31 stations sampled and a lot of sub-bottom 
and bathymetry data to be processed, surpassing expectations. 
 
 

2) What applications of the training received do you envision at your parent institution? 
 
There is a similarity of name between the study area of my Ph.D project “South Shetlands Islands”, 
which was named after similarities to the area where the training campaign happened “Shetlands 
Islands”, and archipelago of islands surrounded by glacially formed embayments and/or estuaries 
(Fjords or Voes). So, apart from learning about campaign of core sampling in practice, and observing 
sediment from the different areas, which is important for the future in my academic area, learning 








